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as full of contrapuntal liveliness as Judith was full of contrapuntal
deadliness, and genuine in feeling throughout. The performance
was admirable on the part of the orchestra, and as good as could
have been expected on the part of the chorus. Mr Henschel did
justice to Dr Parry if not to Milton; but Miss Amy Sherwin dis-
played a virtuosity in the art of singing flat which no stretch of
critical indulgence would justify me in ignoring. In her first con-
tribution to the concert. Dove sono, she shewed that in slow
melodies, with simple and carefully prepared modulations, she
can keep fairly in tune; but when it came to Dr Parry's brisk
movements and sudden modern transitions, she lost her way.
As her voice is one of exceptional range and quality, it is a pity
that she should be practically disabled for work of this class by
what may be only a bad habit, acquired in regions where people
are rather more easily pleased in the matter of intonation than we
in London.

As to Mr Hamish MacCunn's Cameronian's Dream, which
was also performed under the composer's baton, I must frankly
say that a man might go on setting ballads in that way for a life-
time without making any real progress. Any ardent young
musician can pick up those tricks of being solemn on the trom-
bone, pastoral on the oboe, and martial on the side-drum easily
enough nowadays. My comment on the Cameronian's Dream is
that of the Sheffield gentleman at the Garrick Theatre: "Ive heard
that before"; and I may add, as to Mr MacCunn's setting of line
after line to the measure of Esperto nocchiero, that I have heard
it quite often enough. The fiery chariot business at the end, with
the ridiculous post-horn flourishes on the cornet, supported by
a mechanical accompaniment which is as empty of poetic mean-
ing and as full of prosaic suggestion as the tintinnabulation of an
electric alarum, will probably end its days in ashes on Mr Mac-
Cunn's hearth, when he has come to see that when we all ap-
plauded Lord Ullin's Daughter so heartily we never intended
him to make a habit of it.
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